QT 


761 11970837 8 


asi 
21 
y Publica 
The Canada Council 
Conseil des Arts du Canada 


(CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY) 


Remarks by Donna Scott, Chair of the Canada Council, 
before the House of Commons Standing Committee on 


Canadian Heritage 


Ottawa 
28 November 1995 


fi 
YI 
- blo 


HO 
ELSY7 


* @/ 


OF (LS a 


Remarks Donna Scott, Chair, Canada Council, 
before the House of Commons Standing 
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rn Ste eeier eee 
Mr. Chairman, Members of the Standing Committee, 


It is truly a pleasure for us to appear before you and have the opportunity to discuss matters 
that we all care about deeply. | join with Roch Carrier and David Hendrick, our Secretary-Treasurer, 
in wishing the Standing Committee all the best in its vitally important work and assure you of our 
utmost cooperation at all times. 


Our appearance before you today is a unique one. As well as being asked to justify our use 
of taxpayer's dollars, we are here because the Committee's new mandate is to study Canadian unity 
and identity. In fact you have asked us to help find answers to how our fragmented nation can better 
communicate; its peoples and regions develop a better awareness of each other, and celebrate the 
common values, aspirations and pride which bind us together as a country. 


What, you might ask, have Canadians left to celebrate and take pride in now that our national 
sport is dominated by US teams, and the Grey cup - minus a Montreal club - was won by a team from 
Baltimore? Well, the summer Olympics are coming and perhaps with them some magic moments 
when we forget our regional and linguistic hang-ups and cheer a Canadian Gold medal. But the 
question remains. 


The Council's answer is simple, and serves the double purpose of justifying the taxpayers 
dollars the Council does spend. 


Canadians do and can celebrate our stars and heroes in the arts world -- and so we should. 
We cherish and take pride in our creators, writers, artists, performers, singers, dancers, artisans, and 
in the galleries, museums, theatres, arts centres and symphonies, ballet and performing groups small 
and large in communities everywhere in Canada. 


We celebrate our cultural stars, local and national. The Canadian film or TV show that makes 
it. The English or French language best-sellers muscling out books from the US, Britain or France at 
the top of the lists. The radio programs like Gzowski and Marie-France Bazeau's daily program on 
Radio Canada that thrive on our cultural accomplishments. Arts channels like Bravo that showcase 
our talent. 


And yes, Quebecers celebrate with us all and with international audiences the world class 
excellence of such organizations as their own Montreal Symphony and The Royal Winnipeg Ballet. 


God knows we need something to celebrate, something solidly Canadian that will outlive us. | 
daresay that Denys Arcand's films, Carol Shields' books, Evelyn Hart's dancing, E.J. Pratt's poems, 
the Canadian Opera Company, the Theatre du Nouveau Monde, W.O. Mitchell's wonderful stories - 
currently being made into a TV series, Leonard Cohen's songs, Antonine Maillet and Michel Tremblay 
will be celebrated by our children and their children. 


For nearly 40 years the Canada Council has acted as a national instrument to build - 


painstakingly, often thanklessly and sometimes almost anonymously - this superb cultural structure 
which marks and defines Canada, and which provides us all with so much pride and enjoyment We 
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are a subject of much envy in the United States and elsewhere. But we can be deeply and 
dangerously misunderstood and unappreciated here at home. 


It's so easy, for instance, for consumers, audiences, even governments to forget that The 
Canada Council has been there to jump start and support every single artist and organization | have 
mentioned so far. And to assist not only the national arts organizations we all read like Shaw and 
Stratford about but to make sure the farm teams are thriving -- the smaller theaters and music and 
dance groups in communities like Lethbridge (Lethbridge Symphony) and Rimouski (Les gens d'en 
bas theatre company) that are their pride and joy and provide stepping stones for musicians, singers, 
dancers and designers and composers. 


For a half century Canadians have endorsed our determined mission to promote the 
development of the arts and cultural industries in all provinces, wherever they take root or get their 
inspiration. 


The fact of great disparity of opportunity for creativity in regions and provinces has meant that 
the task supercedes the capabilities of any provincial government, as does the need for cultural 
defence against the muscular cultural production flooding north from the United States. Cultural 
equalization and defence has been a national priority and has the support of the vast majority of 
Canadians for remaining so. 


It may be increasingly acceptable for commentators and political journalists to talk and write 
death notices for this country, and particularly to bemoan the lack of English Canadian cultural identity 
when compared to the rich and popular culture of Quebec. While we are not experts on the political 
future of Canada, | can say that the Council feels that our cultural future is secure. 


Even if it doesn't fit pre-conceived European ideas of cultural unity, our multi faceted cultural 
expressions do reflect the country and its two linguistic groups the way we are. 


Let's agree that one of the distinguishing characteristics of Canada -- including Québec -- is 
‘our shared distaste for homogenizing, chauvinistic nationalism - whether political or cultural -- any 
nationalism which is exclusive, which shuts out voices. 


No, we revel in our rich diversity -- and we are increasingly defined by it. Quebec and the rest 
of Canada are societies enriched by waves of immigrants -- and it is inevitable that among today's 
generation of star talent that the Council supports are their richly textured voices and unusual abilities. 
Roch will have more to say about this in a few minutes. 


The positive challenge for this country is to continue to support and celebrate artistic talent 
wherever it is found in Canada, expressions that reflect the way Canada IS -- then to build bridges of 
cultural understanding between the two major language groups, with our first peoples, and among the 
culturally and regionally diverse population that IS Canada. 


Through our extensive touring programs, through translation programs, through our regionally 
and linguistically mixed juries who decide independently who gets our grants and awards, the Canada 
Council enhances a fuller understanding and awareness of each other -- and above all in a time when 


November 28, 1995 2 


Remarks Donna Scott, Chair, Canada Council, 

before the House of Commons Standing 

Committee on Canadian Heritage 
ee fu eue 2 A ne 


So many national symbols are weakened, and when we seem so beset by problems of nationality --we 
assist in the creation of common, enduring cultural expressions we can all celebrate. 


Canada's artists give back our investment in them in the form of a cultural life for all members of 
society = and in the words of lawyer and poet Frank Scott, "the achieving of a sense of community not 
only within Canada, but between Canada and the world." 


Roch will explain in detail why and how the Canada Council has achieved this for nearly 40 years, and 
how it intends to continue to give expression to this country into the 21st century. 


Let me close by saying that like all government agencies involved in culture and communications 
everywhere and at every level in Canada, it's been a rough few years, and things are not likely to get 
better. 


The free-spending seventies and eighties have faded into some long-vanished dreamscape. That's 
why the first action of our board over a year ago was to develop a strategic plan. In it we pledged and 
are on track to reduce administrative costs by nearly 50%, thus, for the moment at least, protecting 
our grants budgets. 


We also set out very clear priorities -- one of which is to "regroup and strengthen Council programs of 
dissemination and distribution of the arts in all regions of Canada... (and) provide support to 
presenters and promoters of the arts who work to make the arts more available to Canadians." 


We are indeed very serious about building new, well-engineered, multi-lane bridges of cultural 
understanding among Canada's many communities. 


Now I'd like to ask my colleague Roch to explain in more detail just how the Council will help Candians 
communicate better with each other... 


Roch? 
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